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Upcoming Events

September 9th - Dinner and Seminar with ACS President Dr. Bonnie Charpentier

September 30th - SWRM Student Presenter Travel Scholarship Deadline

October 5th - GHS Fall Career Fair

October 5th - Komen 5k Run

October 11th - National Chemistry Week Poetry Contest Deadline

October 26th - National Chemistry Week Children's Museum

Check our website and below for details on these upcoming events.

Dinner Seminar with the ACS President

The  ACS-GHS is  honored  to  host  ACS  President  Dr.  Bonnie  Charpentier  at  the
University of St. Thomas. Areas of focus for 2019 will include advocacy for chemistry
and science education, safety and the environment, and activities for the International
Year  of  the  Periodic  Table  of  Chemical  Elements  (IYPT).  Ideas  for  collaborations
across ACS along with with other societies locally and internationally will be explored
for  the  benefit  of  our  members.  The  input,  ideas,  and  suggestions  from  section
members will  be  solicited.  We hope you will  join us for  this conversation with  Dr.
Charpentier. For more details, click here.

Monday, September 9th
Dinner (ticketed): 6:00 - 7:00 pm (Ticket sales closed)

Seminar (free): 7:00 - 8:30 pm (Open to all)
University of St. Thomas

Scanlan Room of Jerabeck Activity Center
4000 Mt. Vernon St.
Houston, TX 77006

Seminar-only admission starts at 6:45 pm

ChemLuminary Awards

Our Greater Houston Section won 3 ChemLuminary Awards at the 2019
Fall  National  Meeting  and  Exposition  in  San  Diego  August  27th.  The
awards  include:  Outstanding  Career  Program,  Kids  &  Chemistry,  and
Outstanding  Performance  by  a  Local  Section-  Large  Category.
Congratulations  to  everyone  for  their  hard  work  and  dedication  to  our
section!

ACS National Meeting Councilor Talking Points

Click here to view the summary on key actions of the ACS Council meeting held August 28, 2019, and
the Board of Directors meetings held August 23-25, 2019, at the 2019 ACS fall national meeting in San
Diego, California.
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The following candidates are up for election:
President-Elect: H. N. Cheng (pictured left) and Carol A. Duane (pictured second left)
District II Director: Christina C. Bodurow, Dawn Mason, and Ellen Tratras Contis
District IV Director: Rigoberto Hernandez (pictured 2nd right) and Lisa Houston (pictured right)
Click Here to view a proposed change to Constitution & Bylaws

National Chemistry Week

We  are  having  the  National  Chemistry  Week  Children's  Museum  Event.  The  theme  this  year  is
Marvelous Metals and we will have a big display table and 3 hands-on experiment tables set up. We need
volunteers! 2 shifts (9-noon and 1-3pm). Contact Bob Botto at bbotto49@gmail.com to sign-up.

Saturday October 26th
10:00am-3:00pm

Children's Museum of Houston
1500 Binz St

Houston, TX 77004

The ACS-GHS is, once again, hosting the Illustrated Poetry Contest as a part of
the NCW festivities. with Marvelous Metals as the theme. This contest is open to
students from Kindergarten through 12th grade, with four age divisions for the
contest.  The  winner  in  each  age  group  will  receive  a  $25  prize  and  winning
entries  will  be  forwarded  on  to  the  national  contest.  Click  here  for  more
information. Download the entry form here.

Call for Volunteers

Help ACS-GHS with hands-on chemistry experiments at three STEM Expos on the San Jacinto College
campuses. Below are the event dates and locations. All events are 5:30 pm-7:00 pm. To sign-up, email
acs-ghs@acs-ghs.org.

Central Campus for 10/24/19; Address: 8060 Spencer Highway, Pasadena, TX 77505  
North Campus for 11/07/19; Address: 5800 Uvalde, Houston, TX 77049  
South Campus for 11/21/19; Address: 13735 Beamer Road, Houston, TX 77089

Chemistry Teachers Association - NCW
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SWRM Student Presenter Travel Scholarship

SWRM has funds to provide $500 travel scholarships to students who are presenting their papers at the
El Paso meeting. Each local section can nominate up to two students total. Nominations should be sent
to the Greater Houston Section at acs-ghs@acs-ghs.org by September 30th. Selected nominations will
be submitted to the Southwest Region Awards Committee Chair. Download the nomination form here.

GHS Fall Career Fair

Companies interested in exhibiting can contact acs-ghs@acs-ghs.org
For more details, click here. To RSVP, click here.

Saturday, October 5th
9:00am

University of St. Thomas
Scanlan Room of Jerabeck Activity Center

4000 Mt. Vernon St.
Houston, TX 77006

Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure

Join Team ACS-GHS as we participate in the 2019 Race for the Cure in support
of breast cancer research! Click here to join or donate to the team ACS-GHS
Race for the Cure

Saturday, October 5, 2019
7:00-11:00am

Sam Houston Park
1000 Bagby St

Houston, TX 77002
Maps and Parking Information

Missed the August Seminar?

Our  August  seminar  speaker  was  Curtis  Swisher,  President  of  SpirePointe
Consulting, who spoke on the topic of career management, and some of the most
common mistakes people make when managing their careers. He also discussed the
most effective actions you can take to enhance your career and achieve professional
growth. Click here to see a summary Curtis Swisher's seminar along with a link to
watch it on YouTube

Cooking for a Cause: Culinary Chemistry Class
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GHS Chair-Elect Crystal Young and her husband Will  Hutcheson provided
food for thought as well as a delicious meal while hosting a cooking class at A 2nd Cup on Saturday,
August 24. Their Culinary Chemistry class is part of the Expand Your Palate cooking series. Participants
prepared dinner while learning about the chemistry behind some of their favorite foods. Desert was ice
cream, prepared in a flash with liquid nitrogen - an exciting way to cap off the evening!

Science of Ice Cream

A local member is making some cool posts about the chemistry behind making ice cream!
Follow Science_of_icecream on Instagram if you are interested in learning more.

Volunteer Spotlight - Project SEED Coordinator

Carolyn Burnley has been an active ACS volunteer for more than 15
years  at  all  levels  of  the  society  including  local  section,  division,
regional  and national.  Carolyn served  in  the GHS Chair  succession
from  2007-2009  and  has  served  as  Councilor  since  2009.  She
continued to create and publish the monthly newsletter until 2016. She
has chaired or served on virtually every GHS subcommittee including
Awards, Senior  Chemists,  Technician Affairs  and Community Affairs,
and has served as National  Chemistry Week Coordinator  numerous
times.  Carolyn  has  organized  many  GHS  and  Southwest  Regional
events including award banquets, summer socials, science cafes and
our GHS 100th Anniversary Gala.

However,  the  single,  largest  contribution  and legacy  that  Carolyn  has provided  is  for  Project  Seed.
Carolyn became the GHS Project Seed Coordinator in 2008 and has been serving in this role ever since.
Carolyn is passionate about providing opportunities to gain exposure to science for underrepresented
minority students. She started the program from scratch with  no student mentors and very few high
school teacher contacts. She reached out to her network and was able to get a small program together
that first year. Since that time, she has grown the program to accommodate up to 20 interns per year.
Over her 11 years as Project Seed Coordinator, she has provided summer research opportunities to >100
interns, including four Project Seed scholarship recipients and one Project Seed Scholar. It is a testament
to her that she has had 20 mentors who have served with her for more than 5 years and in 2019 alone
was able to recruit five new mentors to the program who have already expressed interest in returning
next year. In honor of 15 years of ACS volunteering and another successful year of Project Seed, Carolyn
is our volunteer spotlight this month!

Chemistry Comic by Sidney Harris
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Cartoons often have many possible levels of interpretation and extrapolation. As I look at this Sidney
Harris cartoon, I see many possibilities. One is as follows: The cartoon shows a department chair (far
right) accompanying the university provost (far left) of international fame for his analysis of the humor in
Anton Chekhov’s short stories, presenting a plaque to a chemistry professor in recognition of her election
to the National Academy of Sciences. The citation reads “In recognition of her seminal computational
studies  on  the  rheological  properties  of  elastic  polymers  under  stress:  Why  bubblegum  bubbles
break.” The department chair wonders if he will ever be recognized for the elaborate custom apparatus
that he designed to confirm the computational studies. - Yvonne Connolly Martin, Abbott (retired)
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